FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: Sarah Patterson, Executive Director 414-975-4130, sarah@trueskool.org 
TRUE Skool’s 5th Annual Block Party 

and temporary Graffiti Mural on near south side

On Friday July 16th and Saturday July 17th, TRUE Skool held its 5th Annual Block Party, an annual event organized by youth and staff of TRUE Skool long with numerous volunteers, MIAD service learning students, community leaders and the Walker’s Point Associations.  As a nonprofit youth organization, it is important that we provide positive opportunities for young people to give back to the community as well as provide them a platform for self expression in a positive and legal setting. Our annual block party, which took place on S. 2nd and E. Mineral was a huge success with over 800 people in attendance.
We started the day off with our Adopt a Community Clean up in Walker’ s Point Neighborhood with volunteers from various agencies, followed by the opening ceremony where County Supervisor Peggy West, Walker’s Point Association member, Victor Ray, TRUE Skool Board members, including Reggie Moore who  is a member of the Anti-Graffiti Policy Committee all spoke about the power of collaboration between youth, community based organizations, neighborhood associations, law enforcement, businesses and public officials is necessary to create sustainable change in our communities. The clean up lasted from 10am-12 noon followed by the block party from 12-9pm where young people and local musicians, artists, skateboarders, DJs, and dancers all had an opportunity to showcase their talent in a positive setting and give back to the community through the clean up efforts. Our lead artists and students participated in a temporary permission graffiti style mural throughout the day, which has since been removed due to the temporary agreement to use the space for a live art demonstration for Saturday’s event.
TRUE Skool is based on the belief that our young people can be part of the solution, not always part of the problem. By engaging our youth in community clean ups, illegal graffiti removal, community gardens, and community murals, we provide them with positive alternatives and opportunities to redirect their talents into positive and legal spaces.  We work with the Municipal and Children’s’ Courts and receive referrals of youth who have been caught for illegal graffiti related offenses. Our goal is to redirect their talents to legal and positive canvasses. Youth learn how to apply their art to canvasses, organize gallery night events and sell their artwork, showing them that doing something positive with their talents literally can pay. 
TRUE Skool encourages anyone who may see our work in a negative light to come and meet with us directly, attend our events, stop in our office to check out our classes and space. Any mention that TRUE Skool is promoting illegal graffiti or contributing to the incidents of illegal graffiti in Milwaukee is purely false. Although we may have different opinions on how to work with youth in Milwaukee around the issues of illegal graffiti, our work over the past 6 years has proven to be positive for the youth we work with, their parents, families and the communities we serve. 85% of our youth participants who come to us through the courts system have no repeat contact with law enforcement within the 12 month mark of participating in our programs. We encourage anyone interested to learn more about TRUE Skool’s program and services to contact us at 414-445-9079, info@trueskool.org or stop by our location at 4850 W. Fond du Lac Ave.
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