FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Legal versus Illegal Graffiti Art 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin – July 19, 2010: The mission of TRUE Skool, is to use cultural arts to educate and empower youth from different backgrounds and cultures to become leaders for positive social change in their communities.
As President of the Board of Directors of TRUE Skool, and as one who has spent four years researching the use of hip-hop in academic and educational settings, it angers me that the public is being misinformed not only about this organization’s intent, but also its purpose and mission.
One of the main goals of TRUE Skool’s Adopt-a-Community program is to clean up and remove illegal graffiti. It should go without saying that there is a distinct difference between legal and illegal graffiti. I find it preposterous that one would need to justify legal and commissioned art, as is the case for TRUE Skool’s mural in conjunction with the Adopt-a-Community program, and illegal graffiti which TRUE Skool does not condone or endorse. 
TRUE Skool is a non-profit organization that seeks to use the elements of hip-hop culture, graffiti art being only one, to promote positive social change among youth. TRUE Skool educates and informs youth about positive and legal ways to channel their creativity. The Urban Arts program is an example; youth are provided with canvases, paint, and other mediums through which they demonstrate their artistic abilities. The assertion that TRUE Skool uses funds to promote illegal activity is false, slanderous and dangerous, and is an attempt to distract the public from the positive impact that TRUE Skool has made with youth in Milwaukee.
It is telling that a press conference calling for an investigation of TRUE Skool is coming on the heels of its fifth annual block party promoting hip-hop as a vehicle through which youth can become leaders of positive social change in their communities. This event yielded no negative impact on the surrounding community, had support of the Walker’s Point Neighborhood Association, and most importantly ended with no violence whatsoever. The positive impact that TRUE Skool is making on youth who may otherwise be labelled as “at risk” should be commended, and not attacked. 
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