Fellow members of the Anti-Graffiti Policy Committee. My name is Reggie Moore and I was appointed by Mayor Tom Barrett to this committee less than six months ago. I attended my first meeting two months ago and listened intensely to various public works staff and community constituents speak about their efforts to address illegal vandalism throughout the city of Milwaukee with decorum and respect. I left the meeting feeling as if my time was well spent and the efforts of this committee sincere. 

This morning I received an unsettling call from the Executive Director of True Skool Inc. regarding a spontaneous press-conference called by Alderman Bob Donovan, a fellow member of this committee, about a mural in Ald. Witkowiak's district. As both a member of this committee and the Vice President of True Skool's board I was understandably concerned. Since joining True Skool's board I have witnessed members of this committee pursue unfounded and disrespectful means to discredit the efforts of True Skool. This organization is one of the few remaining youth serving agencies in the city that effectively works with young people charged with vandalism and redirects their skills in a manner that is productive for themselves and the community. I along with every member of True Skool's board and staff are committed to deterring illegal vandalism throughout our community. I joined this committee as an extension of that commitment. Unfortunately, True Skool's work continues to be met with disdain by several key members of this group. Those familiar with me understand that my approach to leadership and public service is something that I take very seriously and I do not tolerate actions that are divisive, dishonest, or disrespectful. I cannot work along side individuals who lack the courage and integrity to communicate with people they disagree with or do the necessary research to uncover the truth before making sweeping public statements about an entire organization. True Skool is one of the few remaining organizations in this community that truly works with young people who can benefit from support and redirection the most. We should be embracing these organizations not condemning them. 

As improperly indicated by Ald. Donovan in the attached press release, True Skool is not an alternative school and receives no public dollars for its programming. True Skool is a nonprofit 501c3 organization that provides a variety of art education to youth and teens. Graffiti style art is only ONE form of art that True Skool teaches in partnership with faculty, and senior level students from the Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design. Students in True Skool have access to programming in music production, MIDI engineering, photography, animation, dance and illustration. These programs allow students to develop marketable skills that can be used for family supporting jobs in a knowledge based economy. 

True Skool DOES NOT endorse or support illegal vandalism by anyone for any reason. As a matter of fact it receives referrals from municipal court of young people charged with illegal vandalism for the sole purpose of getting them to channel their skills in a productive manner. 

The temporary mural that Ald. Donovan referred to in his press release was produced during True Skool's annual block party held over the weekend. This event was attended by over 800 people including myself, children, families, artists, business owners, public officials, and young professionals. It was co-sponsored by local businesses including Red Bull. The mural was painted with permission from the property owner who is a strong supporter of art and the first amendment. 

The board and staff of True Skool share Ald. Donovan's concern about illegal vandalism however his concern over this mural is both misinformed and misdirected and the press conference held this morning was an embarrassment to me and this committee. 

It is time for us to raise the bar and be the example. Working together is the only way we will make this city a better place for everyone--regardless of race, age, gender or artistic taste. 

Thank you. 

- RM

